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Censorship of Films of Masoud Kimiaei and Ali Hatami
in the light of the Censorship law of 1980s of Iran

Amirhossein Salimian *
Vahid Agah **
Mohammad Jalali ***

Abstract:

After the Islamic revolution of Iran, the film censorship has also been applied by the
government to films. In this article, based on the films of Kimiaei and Hatami, the
ratio between the censorship of their films and the law of the 1980s has been analyzed
and judged. In the years 1979 to 1991, when the new legal system was being estab-
lished and stabilized, laws and regulations were implemented in the field of cinema and
film Censorship and four films by Kimiaei and Hatami were caught by the censorship
blade. In Kimiai’s film, “Red Line” was censorship for reasons such as not observing
the hijab(Shari’a), presenting a different character from a Pahlavi government security
officer, and the “Blade and Silk” film for different face of addiction and drug traffick-
ing and depicting prisons. In Hatami’s works, “Haji Washington” in order to present a
comic picture of the Iranian ambassador in the Qajar period and criticism of the polit-
ical diplomacy of the 1980s; and the movie “Jafar Khan returned from Abroad” have
been banned due to the vulgar depiction of the conflict between tradition and Westerni-
zation. The cases that after reviewing the censorship of the films according to the legal
standards of the time, were found to be unreasonable, and the censors of the 1980s,
by passing the law of censorship the films,ordered the censorship of these works with
extra - legal criteria, and the regulations for the supervision of the screening of films
approved on 1965 and 1983, have been violated.

Keywords: Cinema Law, film Censorship, Ali Hatami, Masoud Kimiaei, Art Law.
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