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An Intersectional Analysis of Women Carpet Weavers’
Labor Rights: A Case Study of Women Carpet Weavers
in Tabriz

Shiva Bazargan*
Amir Nikpey **

Abstract: Women constitute a large part of the Iranian carpet weaving population,
who usually weave carpets at home without an employer and are deprived of com-
pulsory social insurance. The carpet weaving insurance law passed in 2009 gave
them the opportunity to use social insurance, but a group of women carpet weavers
from the suburbs of Tabriz are being studied who, despite their full-time employ-
ment, could not enjoy the support of the legislature. Why not having access to the
law is the main question. Qualitative method and semi-structured in-depth interviews
were used to collect data. Data analysis with thematic method in the intersectional
theoretical framework shows that unequal interpersonal and in-group relationships,
structural barriers, cultural and ideological justifications, and the disciplinary and
administrative regulation in relation to each other have led to the deprivation of these
women from labor rights. Women carpet weavers are marginalized not only because
of their gender, but also because of their intertwined status with their location, eco-
nomic-social class, and age, which even the Iranian legal system seeks to enact laws
and regulation to support them, it is not available. The labor law system, with its nar-

row definition of worker, does not recognize women carpet weavers as workers and
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** The Assistant Professor in Socio-Legal Studies at Law Faculty of Shahid Beheshti Uni-

versity (corresponding author) anikpey@sbu.ac.ir
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does not provide an appropriate mechanism to ensure their access to labor rights. The
authors conclude that the persistence of social inequalities even with the enactment
of some protected laws by the legal system, such as carpet weavers’ insurance will
be better understood by the method of intersectional analysis.

Key Words: intersectionality, intersectional discrimination, labor rights, social secu-

rity, carpet weaving insurance.
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